Real-life Magicians
Sabrina and Rory’s Uncle Don loves magic tricks and
when he visits our world, he pretends to be a stage
magician called The Great Donaldo.
Choose a real-life magician from history or from modern
times and research their life and their most famous
tricks and illusions. Talk to your teacher about how to
present your findings. You might do a leaflet, a
presentation to the class or design a poster. Remember
to tell everyone where you got your information from but
use your own words.

TEACHER NOTES
The research and presentation in this assignment can be used to
support:

USA
Common Core Standard Research to Build and Present
Knowledge:CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.7
Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a
topic.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.8
Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital
sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9.A
Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a
story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions].").
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9.B
Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., "Explain how an author uses reasons and
evidence to support particular points in a text").

UK
English Upper key stage 2 – years 5 and 6
Statutory requirements Pupils should be taught to:
✓ plan their writing by: identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the
appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own ; noting and developing initial
ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary; in writing narratives, considering how authors
have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed.
✓ draft and write by: selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices
can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and
integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action; précising longer passages ;using a wide
range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs ; using further organisational and
presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points,
underlining.
✓ evaluate and edit by: assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing; proposing changes
to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning; ensuring the consistent
and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing ensuring correct subject and verb agreement
when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing
the appropriate register.
✓ proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors

